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IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the Abstract of this application with the following amended 

Abstract: 

Th e pr e sent invention mak e s it possibl e to enhanc e th e automatic focusing 
r e sponse charact e ristic. An imag e piolcup s e nsor p e rforms light exposure e xl 1 and e xl2 in 

synchronization with an imag e vertical synchronizing s ignal VP (wav e form A in FIG. 7). A 
camera signal proc e ssing section r e ads out th e imag e signal obtained by the light exposure exl 1 
at a timing VR12 (waveform D in FIG. 7). An AF detection s e ction extracts high- frequ e ncy 
compon e nts of an imag e signal corresponding to an AF d e t e ction r e duction gat e fram e 
(h e reinaft e r r e ferr e d to simply as gate fram e ) at a timing of the gate frame and p e rforms 
r e ctification detection. Then the AF detection section produces a focus evaluation valu e just after 
the timing of the gate frame. An AF module fetches the produced focus evaluation value at a 
timing of an AF modulo 21 (waveform F in FIG. 7) , and produc e s an automatic focusing control 
signal LD22 for bringing a focusing position close to an in focus position (waveform G in FIG. 
7) and mov e s a focusing lens based on th e produced control signal. Th e pr e sent invention con b e 
applied to a video camera . An automatic focusing control apparatus having a focusing lens and 
an image pickup sensor includes an image pickup section, a calculation section, a changing 
section, and a synthesis section. The image pick up section is configured to pick up an image of 
a subject in synchronization with an image vertical synchronizing signal. The calculation section 
is configured to calculate a focus evaluation value for performing automatic focusing based on 
an image pickup signal picked up bv the image pickup section. The changing section then 
changes the distance between the focusing lens and the image pickup sensor based on the focus 
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evaluation value calculated by the calculation section. The synthesis section is configured to 
svntiiesize a plurality of image pickup signals picked up bv the image pickup section, vyhereby 
the synthesis section synthesizes the picked up plurality of image signals into an image signal of 
one field or selecting one of the picked up plurality of image signals. 
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